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T he friendship between George H. W. 
Bush and James A. Baker, III began over 
fifty years ago on the tennis courts of the 

Houston Country Club in the early sixties. Their 
complementary skills and teamwork honed on 
the court served them well in their political 
careers for decades to come.

Both men’s résumés are legendary, serving 
their country in many key positions, from 
ambassadorships to Cabinet positions and much 
more. Both experienced political setbacks early 
on, yet their victories far outweighed their losses. 
Though Bush conceded his bid for the 1980 
GOP nomination, he ultimately became Reagan’s 
running mate and America’s 43rd vice president. 
Baker became President Reagan’s chief of staff, 
and eight years later, ran a masterful presidential 
campaign for Bush, catapulting his best friend to 
the White House in 1988.

During Bush’s single term as president, the 
world underwent a series of cataclysmic events 
— the Tiananmen Square Massacre, the invasion 
of Panama, the re-unification of Germany, the 
Persian Gulf War, and the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. As these developments unfolded, President 
Bush turned to his trusted friend and political 
ally, Jim Baker. Their foreign-policy achievements 
during Bush’s single term were consequential, but 
due to a less-than-stellar economy and a third-party 
candidate siphoning off crucial Republican votes, 
he lost his re-election bid in 1992. Bush and Baker 
returned to their beloved hometown of Houston, 
Texas. Eight years later, Baker helped Bush’s eldest 
son, Texas governor George W. Bush, win the 
Florida recount — and the presidency.  This is a 
story of two of the most significant statesmen of 
the past half-century, a story of a friendship forged 
in power between George H.W. Bush and James 
A. Baker, III.

CHARLES DENYER was in Washington on 
9/11 when terrorists attacked the Pentagon. The 
events of that day and seeing how the nation 
responded inspired a new mission for Denyer. Since 
2001, he’s worked with hundreds of organizations 
throughout the globe in helping them obtain a 
true competitive advantage with cybersecurity, 
data privacy, and regulatory compliance, while 
also providing essential national security and 
advisory services to some of the world’s most 
recognized brands.

He consults regularly with top political and 
business leaders throughout the world, including 
former vice presidents of the United States, White 
House chiefs of staff, secretaries of State and 
Defense, ambassadors, high-ranking intelligence 
officials, CEOs, entrepreneurs, and others. His 
time with these transformational figures and the 
insights they’ve shared have afforded Charles  
a front-row seat into many of the world’s most 
consequential events of the past five decades, and 
what lies ahead. 

Learn more at charlesdenyer.com 
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“Charles Denyer provides a riveting look at the endearing friendship between two great 
Americans who together changed the world. Well-written, captivating, and highly 

engaging, Texas Titans examines two of the most consequential statesmen of  
the 20th century and how their lives were inextricably linked personally,  

politically, and in public service.”

— The Right Honorable Brian Mulroney, Former Prime Minister of Canada

“George H.W. Bush and James A. Baker, III were the best of friends; two men who,  
for six decades, worked together to make the country and the world a better place.  

Texas Titans offers readers a well-deserved and inspiring portrait of the lives 
of these two men, their mutual respect and shared loyalty to our nation.”

— Dick Cheney, 46 th Vice President of the United States of America

“George Bush and Jim Baker had what many consider the most consequential 
friendship and partnership in the history of American politics. Texas Titans  

captures the true meaning of this extraordinary relationship.”

— Dan Quayle, 44 th Vice President of the United States of America

“One of the great honors of my life was having a front-row seat to the legendary  
friendship between George H.W. Bush and James A. Baker, III. With Texas Titans,  

Charles Denyer captures the essence of a friendship that changed the world.”

— Jean Becker, Chief of Staff to Former President George H.W. Bush (1994–2018)

“Texas Titans tells the story of a deep, multi-decade friendship between two loving, 
smart, patriotic, and effective leaders . . . of how they trusted and supported each other 

and how each one’s success helped the other. When Dad spoke of the importance of 
faith, family, and friends, Jimmy Baker was at the top of the friends list.”

— Neil Bush, Son of George H.W. Bush


